
www.soval.com
P: 888-877-6825
F: 305-758-8711

All information contained herein is supplied by manufacturer and deemed to be accurate. Information is subject to change without notice. Purchaser is responsible for proper installation, use 
and maintenance of product. Southern Valve & Fitting USA, Inc. passes on manufacturer’s warranty but extends no other warranty. All products sold by Southern Valve & Fitting USA, Inc. are 
subject to its full terms and conditions of sales as published and available on request. Any warranty made extends to original purchaser and is not assignable or transferable.

813-WP Series
Wall Indicator Post Maintenance Instruction Manual

1

General Description

Wall Indicator Posts are designed to operate 
non-rising stem gate valves, which are used to 
control the water supply to automatic sprinkler, 
water spray deluge, foam-water deluge, or 
standpipe fire protection systems. They permit 
operation of valves located immediately inside 
exterior walls while providing an exterior visual 
indication as to whether the valves are open 
or shut, in addition to a means for locking the 
valves in a particular position. Indicator posts 
provide for valve operation from outside of 
the protected property and, therefore, the 
opportunity for more prompt valve operation in 
an emergency situation.

The 813-WP Series has a removable cover. The 
removal of two bolts allows easy access to, and 
adjustment of, the OPEN / SHUT targets. This 
Series also features a telescoping stem. This 
allows the post stem to be adjusted to the exact 
length required, without any need for cutting of 
the stem.

Wall Indicator Posts will accommodate 4"–12" 
post indicator valves (PIV) requiring 14 to 43 
turns to open and that are Listed or Approved 
for fire protection system service. The 813-WP 
Wall Indicator Posts are provided in OPEN LEFT 
(Counter-clockwise) configuration as standard. 
OPEN RIGHT configurations can be factory 
ordered, or the post can be field modified to 
open right by reversing the OPEN / SHUT targets 
in the post head.

Indicator Posts accept direct attachment of a 1/2" 
NPT mounted electric supervisory switch, which 
can be used by proprietary and central stations 
to monitor the open position of the Indicator 
Post. Detailed information on attaching a UL 
Listed and FM approved Supervisory Switch 
(supplied by customer) is given in the Technical 
Data section.
The handwheel is fastened to the Post with 
an eyebolt so that the Post can be secured in 
position using a padlock and chain.
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Technical Data

The 813-WP Wall Indicator Post is mounted 
directly to the exterior wall and is designed to 
work with 4"–12" PIVs employing 2" operating 
nuts. The base plate of the post has (4) 3/4" bolt 
holes for mounting the post to the wall.

The 813-WP Wall Indicator Post is provided 
with an operating stem assembly that can 
accommodate a range of 3"–28" between the 
base of the Post Head and the PIV operating 
nut.

Valve Size Turns to OPEN
4" 12.5–14
6" 19–20.5
8" 25–26.5

10" 31.5–33
12" 37.5–39
14" 43–45

Plug or Supervisory Switch (Optional)

Pipe Sleeve (Optional)

CouplingLower Stem

Max 29"
Min 3"

18.5"

14"

Exploded View
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Installation Instructions

Targets must be positioned for use with the appropriate number of turns to open the post indicator 
valve (see note below). Improper positioning of the Targets can result in an erroneous indication of 
the open or shut position of the valve.
NOTE: The Targets for the 813-WP Wall Indicator Post have been factory set for use with a 6" gate valve.

Installing the Post
1. Determine center valve size and clean area with minimum diameter of about 12 inches.
2. Along the centerline of PIV, make a 21/4" diameter clearance hole through the wall. 53/4" 

diameter clearance hole may be used if the Option Sleeve is to be used.
3. Completely close the PIV.
4. Remove the handwheel of post.
5. Remove the two boles securing the Cover in place and remove it along with the Upper Stem 

Assembly from the Post Head.
6. Position the Targets (see below).
7. Reinstall the handwheel if it had been removed.
8. Using the handwheel, open and close the valve and check to see that the OPEN and SHUT 

Target Plates are clearly in view in the Windows, at their respective positions and that there is no 
feeling of binding of the Upper and Lower Stem Assemblies. It is recommended that the turns 
to open/close be counted and compared to the valve manufacturer's specification, in order to 
verify full valve opening.

For Right Hand 
Opening Valves

Valve Size Mark

OPEN Target:
Top surface of 
threaded flange 
aligned with valve 
size mark

SHUT Target:
Top surface of 
threaded flange 
aligned with center 
mark

OPEN Target:
Top surface of 
threaded flange 
aligned with valve 
size mark (6" valve 
shown)

SHUT Target:
Top surface of 
threaded flange 
aligned with center 
mark

Datum Line

Center Mark
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Care and Maintenance

The 813-WP Series Wall Indicator Posts do not require any regular scheduled maintenance.
It is recommended that Indicator Posts used to operate fire protection system water control valves be 
locked in the fully-open position, and that once a month a visual inspection procedure be followed 
with the following items checked:

1. The Post Head, Upper Barrel, and Windows have not been damaged.
2. The Targets indicate that the valve is open.
3. The handwheel is in place on the Indicator Post, and it is properly locked in the OPEN position. In 

addition, on a quarterly basis, the Indicator Post should be closed two turns and then reopened 
tight to verify that the PIV is in the full open position and properly engages with the Post, and that 
the Supervisory Switch contacts (if applicable) properly change position. Any damaged parts 
must be immediately replaced. The Indicator Post should also be physically tested to ensure that 
the valve is in the fully-open position, if there are any damaged parts, signs of tampering, or the 
position of the valve is questionable.

NOTE: Before closing a fire protection system main valve for maintenance work on either the Indicator 
Post or fire protection systems which it controls, permission to shut down the affected fire protection 
systems must first be obtained from the proper authorities and all personnel who may be affected 
by this decision must be notified.
It is recommended that fire protection systems be inspected by a qualified Inspection Service.


